7be Coming of the Friars

44 When King Edward 1. waged war with the Scots
(1304) he took with him out of England a Carmelite friar,
named Robert Baston, accounted in his time the most
famous poet of this nation, purposely that he should write
poetically of his victories. Again, when King Edward II.
maintained the same war after the death of his father, he

entertained the same Baston for the same purpose. At
length the said king encountering Robert Bruce, was forced
with his bishops to fly. In which flight Baston telling the
king that if he would call upon the Mother of God for
mercy he should find favour, he did so accordingly, with a
promise then made to her that if he should get from the
hands of his enemies and find safety, he would erect some
house in England to receive the poor Carmelites, . . . Soon
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